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Land Acknowledgement Statement 

 

 

 

 

Land Acknowledgment  

Glenelm exists on the Original Lands and Waters of the Anishinaabeg, 

Ininiwak/Nehethowuk, Anishininiwak, Dakota Oyate, and Dënësułiné Peoples, and on 

the homeland of the Red River Métis Nation.  

As we gather in Treaty 1 Territory it is important to recognize and honour Treaty 3, in 

particular Shoal Lake 40 First Nation and Iskatewizaagegan #39 Independent First 

Nation, the source of Winnipeg’s clean drinking water.  

It is also important to recognize and honour the First Nations of Treaties 1, 3, and 5, the 

Land where Winnipeg sources its hydroelectric power. 
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About GeNA 

 

About GeNA 

The Glenelm Neighbourhood Association (GeNA) is a volunteer-based residents' group 

whose goals are to grow and promote a sense of community, increase safety and 

reduce crime, and advocate for quality infrastructure and amenities that grow with 

the needs of our community. 

 

Our Goals 

When the Glenelm Neighbourhood Association (GeNA) asked residents how we could 

best serve the neighbourhood, the priorities overwhelmingly fell into three categories: 

1 Growing and promoting a sense of community and connectedness 

2 Increasing safety and reducing crime 

3 Advocating for quality infrastructure & amenities that grow with our needs 

 

Ongoing Activities 

Monthly Core Organizer (Committee) Meetings 

Our committee of approximately 15 regular volunteers and board members met as a 

group a total of 12 times throughout 2022 to plan our 15 events and share information, 

in addition to several smaller subcommittee meetings. Thank you to the Big Red 

Church which has been exceptionally generous in providing meeting space. 

 

Glenelm Community News 

We publish a monthly email newsletter that features important area news, upcoming 

events, volunteer opportunities, and items of general interest. 

We currently have 425 subscribers on our list; we estimate it reaches about one in three 

households in our neighbourhood. 
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2022 Board and Core Organizers 

 

2022 Board Positions 

Co-chairs: Michel Durand-Wood & 1 Vacancy 

Treasurer: Rosalie Block 

Secretary: Mellanie Lawrenz 

 

Committees 

Tree Committee 

Emma Durand-Wood 

Lisa Forbes 

Mellanie Lawrenz 

 

2022 Core Organizers 

Rosalie Block 

Joanne Cerilli 

Emma Durand-Wood 

Michel Durand-Wood 

Lisa Forbes 

Sherryl Koop 

Mellanie Lawrenz 

Jo Ann Paddock  

Candace Propp 

Angie Schafer 

Julia Schroeder 

Jamie Skinner 

Rod Thompson 

Chelsea Tielman 

And of course, John King, who passed away in March 2022 

 and was a great champion of Glenelm and Elmwood.  

We miss him very much.  
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Treasurer’s Report  

Rosalie Block 

 

 
  



 

GeNA Annual Report 6 

 

 

  



 

GeNA Annual Report 7 

2022 Events 

Emma Durand-Wood 

 

AGM 

Due to the pandemic, we were not able to hold our usual annual Winter Warmer, an 

indoor “winter picnic” combined with a short and sweet AGM. For a second year, we 

held the AGM online, with 20 people participating virtually. 

 

5TH ANNUAL GLENELM SNOW SCULPTURE CHALLENGE 

45 households joined in the 5th annual snow sculpture challenge! Thanks to local 

business sponsors, we were able to give out tons of participation prizes for this free all-

ages and abilities annual event. 

 

SENIORS' RIGHTS WEBINAR 

GeNA hosted an online Seniors' rights online workshop, delivered by the Community 

Legal Education Association. Five people participated in this interesting and engaging 

session. 

 

BEAR CLAN INFO NIGHT 

Organizers gave a presentation on the Bear Clan Patrol: their approach, their activities 

and how we can support them in creating a safer community for all. Later in 2022, with 

the blessing of the Bear Clan Patrol, the Elmwood chapter of Bear Clan Patrol evolved 

into the Elmwood Unity Walk. The group continues to patrol on Thursdays at 180 Poplar, 

with the same approach and spirit as the original Bear Clan Patrol. 

 

NEIGHBOURHOOD SPRING CLEAN-UP 

Better late than never! After a long and very rainy spring, we were finally able to hold 

a spring cleanup in late May. About 30 neighbours turned out to help clean up our 

community’s boulevards, back lanes and parks, removing litter, recyclables and the 

occasional sharp. 

 

SWEETS & SEEDS 

Back after a 2-year hiatus, more than 150 people came to this year's expanded 

Sweets & Seeds. The event grew to include not just a fundraising bake sale (raising 

more than $1000 for GeNA) and plant/seed swap, but also a Glenelm Makers' Market 

featuring local artisans, live music and more!  
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GREAT GLENELM SCAVENGER HUNT 

After a great reception to these hunts the previous year, there were new scavenger 

hunts on long weekends in May (Carmen Ave) and September (Noble Ave). About 30 

groups participated on their own time and at their own pace for fun and Glenelm-

branded prizes! 

 

ART IN THE NEIGHBOURHOOD WALKING TOUR 

About 30 art lovers came out to stroll through Glenelm and admire the wonderful art 

that graces front yards, garages and other buildings in our neighbourhood. 

Afterwards, participants were invited to the turquoise table at the Big Red Church to 

create their own piece of art to bring home. 

 

HAPPY DAYS ON HENDERSON 

After two years off, people in Elmwood were clearly ready to celebrate: nearly 3000 

people came out to Happy Days on Henderson at its new location, 180 Poplar, where 

they enjoyed bouncers, face painting, a free hotdog lunch and much more. GeNA 

hosted a community table and a bike decoration station. 

 

GARAGE SALE DAY IN GLENELM 

GeNA helped to promote a "neighbourhood garage sale day" with publicity and 

signage. It was a busy Saturday in Glenelm, and sale hosts and shoppers alike were 

pleased with the results! 

 

MEANDERING MUSIC IN GLENELM 

Meandering Music was back for a 3rd edition in 2022, with the biggest turnout yet! By 

the end of the evening of four front porch concerts, there were well over 200 people in 

the audience enjoying our very own made-in-Glenelm music festival. 

 

FAMILY MOVIE IN THE PARK 

It was buggy but fun! 150 folks came to watch 'The Bad Guys' on a giant outdoor 

screen at Roxy Park. Free popcorn and drinks were provided. 

 

NEIGHBOURHOOD PICNIC IN THE PARK 

About 100 neighbours met to connect and catch up on a sunny Sunday afternoon at 

Roxy Park. Activities included games, live music by local musicians, impromptu 

karaoke and of course - great company! 
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HALLOWEEN IN GLENELM 

In partnership with the Big Red Church, GeNA volunteers hosted a bonfire and handed 

out bags of candy to little ghouls and goblins, while letting their parents know about 

the association. 

 

PUMPKIN COMPOSTING DROP-OFF 

Following Halloween, GeNA arranged a drop-off site where neighbours could bring 

their expired jack-o-lanterns for composting with Compost Winnipeg, resulting in 

several dozen pumpkins diverted from the landfill. Thanks to the Big Red Church for 

providing the drop-off location! 

 

  

Art by Glen Sapach 



 

GeNA Annual Report 10 

Tree Committee Report 

Emma Durand-Wood, Lisa Forbes, & Mellanie Lawrenz 

 

Glenelm Boulevard Tree Project 

In the spring of 2019, our committee received a grant 

of $53,000 to replant and protect boulevard trees in 

Glenelm. To date, we have re-planted 72 boulevard 

trees and protected 6 mature boulevard elms and 2 

Roxy park shade trees. 

We expect to use the last of our funding in 2023. 

What happens when the money runs out? We lose 

several dozen boulevard trees every year, and the 

city's Urban Forestry budget doesn't allow for 1:1 

replanting. So, there will be an ongoing need for 

reforestation in Glenelm. Depending on volunteer 

capacity, we may seek additional funding, and we 

will continue our involvement with the Trees Please 

Winnipeg Coalition (see below) to ensure better 

investment into Glenelm and Winnipeg's urban 

forest. 

 

Banding Together 

We had a third hugely successful cankerworm banding campaign in 2022, with 

neighbours raising enough money to band approximately 770 boulevard and park 

trees! Many more private trees were banded as well. 

Though Tanglefoot bands don’t directly protect against 

the main threats to our beloved tree canopy, Dutch Elm 

Disease and Cottony Ash Psyllid, they will provide a layer of 

protection against certain kinds of tree worms that make 

our lives miserable in the spring, and that also can weaken 

trees to the point that they become more susceptible to 

other kinds of disease. 

Huge thanks to all those who participated in the 2022 

campaign, especially our new banding coordinator, 

Robyn, and all of our block captains: Andrea, Bonnie, 

Candace, Casey, Chris, Cy, Emma, Jamie, Judy, Julia, 

Louise, Mellanie, Nik, Rod, Rosalie, Sam, Stephanie, and 

Tripti!  

Special thanks also to the Glenelm School PAC, the Big Red Church and Councillor 

Jason Schreyer for their generous donations to the campaign. 
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Dutch Elm Disease Update 

Elms are beloved in Glenelm - after all, they're our namesake! Every time we lose a 

mature elm, it’s a significant loss of health benefits, heating and cooling cost savings, 

air cleaning and carbon capture services, traffic calming effects and ecological 

habitat. 

Sadly, approximately 16 more mature boulevard 

elms were lost to DED again this year, with many 

more on private property lost as well. As 

discouraging as this loss is, the 2022 losses were 

about half of the typical yearly number lost over 

the last few years. Whether this slowing of loss will 

continue, or if it’s a fluke, remains to be seen. 

When our committee formed in January 2019, 

Glenelm had 412 public elm trees. As of January 

2023, we are down to 306. If this rate of loss 

continues, all of our mature elms will likely be lost 

within the next 10-20 years. Keeping mature trees 

healthy and standing for as long as possible is just 

as important as planting new trees. 

In the absence of investment in anti-DED treatments by the city, we encourage 

anyone with the means to do so to consider "adopting" a boulevard or park elm to 

protect. Arbotect is a fungicide that protects elms from beetle-transmitted infection 

and can be administered by city-approved arborists. Although there are costs of 

several hundred dollars upfront, the protection lasts about 3 years.  

“Adopting” trees for this treatment has been done by folks in our neighbourhood. If 

you tend to think of a tree on the boulevard as “your” tree, and would like to know 

how, you can ask Tree Committee member Lisa Forbes about it (trees@glenelm.ca). 

 

Trees Please Winnipeg Coalition 

In seeing Glenelm’s public trees as part of the larger endangered Winnipeg urban 

forest, the Glenelm Neighbourhood Association Tree Committee was a founding 

member of the Trees Please Winnipeg Coalition, which formed in late 2019. The 

Coalition is made up of individuals and groups like ours from across the city. Our 

mandate is to secure investment from all levels of government to support the urban 

forest. Specifically, we want to see trees treated as essential urban infrastructure. 

Our Glenelm committee focused much of its time and energy on two coalition 

undertakings in 2022. The first was engaging on the proposed Winnipeg Urban Forest 

Strategy, which is still under development and expected to be finalized and adopted 

by council in 2023. The second focus took place during the months leading up to the 

2022 municipal election, when the coalition ran its “Trees Please Pledge” campaign. 

mailto:trees@glenelm.ca
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This campaign aimed to raise awareness of Winnipeg’s urban canopy crisis among 

both mayoral and council candidates as well as Winnipeggers in general. When all 

was said and done, all 11 mayoral candidates and 30 council candidates had taken 

our pledge to invest more in protecting, planting, and caring for our priceless public 

trees. 

The lobbying efforts of Trees Please has contributed to an increased, albeit, still 

inadequate, City of Winnipeg urban forestry budget. The City of Winnipeg continues to 

grossly underfund our public trees. According to the latest statistics available (2021), 

63% of public trees are NOT being re-planted and pruning is only taking place every 26 

years.   

You can join our fight for better urban forestry funding, too. Sign up for updates 

at https://treespleasewinnipeg.com/get-in-touch/ and connect with the coalition on 

Facebook, Twitter and Instagram. 

 

Lisa, Mell & Emma 

 

 

Photos by Emma Durand-Wood   

https://treespleasewinnipeg.com/get-in-touch/
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ReimagineElmwood Report 

Michel Durand-Wood, ReimagineElmwood Chair 

 

As a founding member of ReimagineElmwood, a collaborative grassroots initiative 

aimed at making it easier for people to get around the neighbourhood safely, improve 

livability, and support local businesses, GeNA was pleased to participate in many new 

initiatives this past year. 

• Elmwood Night Market: As part of our effort to promote livability and local 

businesses in Elmwood, ReimagineElmwood hosted Elmwood’s first-ever Night 

Market. Over 50+ vendors and food trucks, as well as a full schedule of 

performers, greeted over 3,000 attendees on August 26th, from 5 pm to 10 pm 

at 180 Poplar Ave. Plans are in place to repeat the event again in 2023! 

• Following up on the success of the karaoke events at last year’s Watt St Parklet 

pilot project, ReimagineElmwood, with the help of Councillor Schreyer, took over 

the back lane between Martin Ave W and Harbison Ave W at Watt St for a 

Sunday afternoon of live entertainment, and open mic karaoke, from 2 pm to 5 

pm on September 25th, 2022. 

• In October, we painted the first of several traffic control boxes you’ll be seeing 

throughout the neighbourhood, thanks to the help of local artists. The first one is 

located at Watt & Harbison and was created by Glenelm resident and artist Jill 

McGillivray. More will be coming in the spring/summer! 

In the works for 2023 are beautification and place-making projects for Henderson Hwy, 

temporary projects for the vacant lot at 243 Henderson Hwy, and many more! 

ReimagineElmwood is a partnership of many people & groups, including: 

• Beautify Elmwood 

• Bike Winnipeg – Northeast Local Bike Group 

• Chalmers Neighbourhood Renewal Corporation 

• Elmwood-EK Active Living Centre 

• Elmwood Business Coalition 

• Elmwood Community Resource Centre 

• Elmwood High School 

• Glenelm Neighbourhood Association 

• Ma Mawi Wi Chi Itata Centre 

• Riverwood Church 

• Tots in Elmwood 

As always, with the valued support of Jason Schreyer, Winnipeg City Councillor for 

Elmwood-EK. 

Visit ReimagineElmwood.org for more details or to get involved. And don’t forget to 

watch for more ReimagineElmwood projects in 2023! 
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2022 Thank Yous 

 

The Glenelm Neighbourhood Association would like to acknowledge the great help from 

the staff at the City of Winnipeg throughout the year, in particular: 

Jessica Mutimer, Parks Technician - East Area 

Andrew Washington, Parks East Technical Assistant 

Erik Dickson, Livable Streets Specialist 

Martha Barwinsky, Chris Lepa & Kerienne LaFrance, Urban Forestry Department 

 

Thank you to the Glenelm Garden Club, for their care and stewardship of our Glenelm 

parks and Cemetery.  

 

We would also like to warmly thank the following for their financial and in-kind support of 

our activities in 2022: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

      David & Chris Unruh 

 

 

A very special thank you to Elmwood-EK Councillor Jason Schreyer! 

 

And of course, to our neighbours like you. 

Thank You! 

 

 


