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The Glenelm Neighbourhood Association is made up of a committee of 

approximately 15 regular volunteers from the neighbourhood (our “core 

organizers”). The executive board members in 2021 were: 

• Co-chairs: Michel Durand-Wood & 1 vacancy 

• Secretary: Mellanie Lawrenz 

• Treasurer: Rosalie Block 

 

 

 

When the Glenelm Neighbourhood Association (GeNA) asked residents how we 

could best serve the neighbourhood, the priorities overwhelmingly fell into three 

categories: 

1  Growing and promoting a sense a community and connectedness 

2  Increasing safety and reducing crime 

3  Advocating for quality infrastructure & amenities that grow with our needs 

  

About GeNA 

Our Goals 
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➢ Monthly Core Organizer (Committee) Meetings 

Our committee of approximately 15 regular volunteers and board members met as a group 

a total of 12 times throughout 2021 to plan events and share information, in addition to 

several smaller subcommittee meetings. Thank you to the Big Red Church which has been 

exceptionally generous in providing meeting space when public health restrictions have 

allowed for in-person meetings. 

➢ Glenelm Community News 

We publish a monthly email newsletter that features important area news, upcoming 

events, volunteer opportunities, and items of general interest. 

We currently have nearly 400 subscribers on our list; we estimate it reaches about one in 

three households in our neighbourhood. 

 

 

 

➢ The ongoing pandemic forced us to adapt many of our plans in 2021. However, we 

still managed to offer many events, both virtual and in-person, in order to help connect as 

neighbours. Here they all are. 

Ongoing Activities 

Community Events 

AGM & WINTER WARMER 

Due to public health restrictions, we were not able 

to hold our usual annual Winter Warmer, an indoor 

“winter picnic” combined with a 6-minute AGM. 

The adapted event was held online, where we held 

our usual quick AGM, along with a fun game of 

Glenelm-themed trivia. 

 

4TH ANNUAL GLENELM SNOW SCULPTURE CHALLENGE 

A record-setting 44 beautiful snow sculptures were 

created for the fourth annual edition of our 

challenge. Thanks to local business sponsors, we 

were able to give out tons of participation prizes 

for this free all-ages and abilities annual event. 

SAFETY NIGHT WEBINAR 

About two dozen people attended this online 

workshop to learn how to keep our homes, 

garages and vehicles secure. It was also a chance 

for neighbours to exchange experiences, 

frustrations and tips, all in an enjoyable, friendly 

and neighbourly atmosphere. 

NEIGHBOURHOOD SPRING CLEAN-UP 

On the last Saturday of April, dozens of neighbours 

turned out to help clean up our community’s 

boulevards, back lanes and parks. Thanks to 

support from the City’s Parks Department, Take 

Pride Winnipeg and our hard-working neighbours, 

we were able to keep Glenelm clean of sharps, 

litter and recyclables. 
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HALLOWEEN IN GLENELM 

GeNA volunteers, in cooperation with the Big Red 

Church, handed out over 200 bags of candy to 

little ghouls and goblins, while letting their parents 

know about the association, in what felt like an 

almost-normal Halloween! 

GREAT GLENELM SCAVENGER HUNT 

Over each of the four long weekends from July to 

October, scavenger hunts were planned at 

different locations in the neighbourhood: Cobourg 

Ave (July), Martin Ave W (August), Harbison Ave W 

(September) and Leslie Ave/Digby St (October). In 

all, 43 groups participated for fun and prizes! 

NEIGHBOURHOOD PICNIC IN THE PARK 

About 120 neighbours gathered for a bring-your-

own-dinner COVID-adapted version of our annual 

picnic in Roxy Park. While we had to forgo a big 

part of the usual planned activities, we were still 

able to have live music by local musicians, good 

food and great company! 

MEANDERING MUSIC IN GLENELM 

After a one-year hiatus due to the pandemic, 

Meandering Music was back for a 2nd edition in 

2021. Despite a bit of rain early in the evening, 

over 100 people attended the 5 porch concerts put 

on by neighbourhood talent for our very own made-

in-Glenelm music festival. 

FRONT YARD FRIDAY 

We designated one Friday in July as “Front Yard 

Friday” and encouraged folks to order in from a 

local restaurant or simply eat in their front yard & 

connect with neighbours. Chalk art and hula 

hooping, impromptu porch music, and safe 

outdoor visiting ensued! 

TREE LIGHT DECORATION WORKSHOP 

In late September, this multi-week workshop 

showed attendees how to make their own hanging 

lit tree orb decoration out of wire and LED lights. 

Keep an eye out in the neighbourhood for those 

that were made here! 
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➢ Elmwood (Roxy) Park Beautification 

Local volunteers Arlie Schultz and Chris Blatz led an initiative to beautify Elmwood Park in 

2021. They got to work on the garden beds fronting on Henderson Hwy with weeding, 

trimming shrubs, and planting flowers purchased with grant funds obtained by GeNA for 

that purpose. They did a tremendous job, ensuring our beloved park looks, well… beloved! 

➢ ReimagineElmwood 

GeNA was pleased to continue to contribute to ReimagineElmwood, a collaborative 

grassroots initiative aimed at making it easier for people to get around the neighbourhood 

safely, improve livability, and support local businesses. 

From August to October, ReimagineElmwood installed a temporary parklet/patio (a parklet 

is a “mini-park”) in the east curb lane of Watt Street, on the half-block between Harbison 

Avenue W and the back lane to the south, beside Kool Deelites. The raised deck platform 

was one-half transit stop, one-half fenced-in patio area, accessible from the sidewalk, with 

the goal of calming traffic, reducing traffic noise, making transit use more comfortable, 

improving the neighbourhood experience (especially for youth and seniors) and helping 

local businesses to thrive. Live music and karaoke events were held on several Sundays 

during the trial thanks to support from Elmwood-EK Councillor Jason Schreyer. 

Thousands of people from Chalmers, Glenelm and beyond came out to experience it and 

give feedback on what they liked, what they’d do differently, and share their ideas for 

change. The results will be used to improve and iterate our way to a better neighbourhood.  

ReimagineElmwood is a partnership of many people & groups, including: 

• Bear Clan Elmwood 

• Beautify Elmwood 

• Chalmers Neighbourhood Renewal Corp. 

• Elmwood-EK Active Living Centre 

• Elmwood Business Coalition 

• Elmwood Community Resource Centre 

• Elmwood High School 

• Glenelm Neighbourhood Association 

• Ma Mawi Wi Chi Itata Centre 

• Riverwood Church 

• Together In Elmwood Parent-Child 

Coalition 

 

This year’s project was made possible thanks to the vocal support of: 

• Arlene Reid, Winnipeg School Division Trustee, Ward 7 

• Jason Schreyer, Winnipeg City Councillor for Elmwood-EK 

• Matt Wiebe, MLA for Concordia 

• Daniel Blaikie, MP for Elmwood-Transcona 

Visit ReimagineElmwood.org for more details or to get involved. And don’t forget to watch 

for more ReimagineElmwood projects in 2022!  

Other Updates 
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The Glenelm Tree Committee is made up of Lisa Forbes, Mellanie Lawrenz and Emma 

Durand-Wood 

 

Glenelm Boulevard Tree Project 

In spring of 2019, our committee received a grant of $53,000 to replant and protect 

boulevard trees in Glenelm. To date, we have re-planted 72 boulevard trees and protected 6 

mature boulevard elms.  In 2021, we protected 2 shade trees by the play structure in 

Elmwood Park. We expect to use the last of our funding in 2022.  

What happens when the money runs 

out? We lose several dozen boulevard 

trees every year, and the city's Urban 

Forestry budget doesn't allow for 1:1 re-

planting. Over the past few years, the 

city has complemented our project with 

a good number of their own plantings 

(for instance, in 2021, all the new 

boulevard trees were planted by the city) 

-- but we anticipate that they will likely 

now shift their focus to other areas of 

the city where there has been significant 

DED loss.  

So, there will be an ongoing need for 

reforestation in Glenelm. Depending on 

volunteer capacity, we may seek 

additional funding, and we will continue 

our involvement with the Trees Please 

Winnipeg Coalition (see below) to ensure 

better investment into Glenelm and 

Winnipeg's urban forest.  

 

 

Banding Together 

We had a second hugely successful cankerworm banding campaign in 2021, with 

neighbours raising enough money to band more than 600 boulevard and park trees! Many 

more private trees were banded as well.  

Tree Committee Update 
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Though Tanglefoot bands don’t directly protect against the main threats to our beloved tree 

canopy, Dutch Elm Disease and Cottony Ash Psyllid, they will provide a layer of protection 

against certain kinds of tree 

worms that make our lives 

miserable in the spring, and 

that also can weaken trees to 

the point that they become 

more susceptible to other 

kinds of disease.   

Huge thanks to all those who 

participated in the 2021 

campaign, especially all of our 

block captains: Andrea, 

Candace, Cy, Jamie, Jocelynn, 

Louise, Martha, Robyn, Rosalie, 

Shauna, Stephanie, Tripti and 

Tyler.  

Special thanks also to the Glenelm School PAC, the Big Red Church and Councillor Jason 

Schreyer for their generous donations to the campaign. 

 

Dutch Elm Disease Update 

Elms are beloved in Glenelm - after all, they're our namesake! Sadly, approximately 36 

more mature boulevard elms were lost to DED again this year, with many more on private 

property lost as well.  

When our committee formed in January 2019, Glenelm had 412 public elm trees. As of 

January 2022, we are down to 321. If this rate of loss continues, all of our mature elms 

could be lost within the coming decade.  

Keeping mature trees healthy and standing for as long as possible is just as important as 

planting new trees. In the absence of investment in anti-DED treatments by the city, we 

encourage anyone with the means to do so to consider "adopting" a boulevard or park elm 

to protect. Arbotect is a fungicide that protects elms from beetle-transmitted infection and 

can be administered by city-approved arborists. Although there are costs of several hundred 

dollars up front, the protection lasts about 3 years.  

“Adopting” trees for this treatment has been done by folks in our neighbourhood. If you 

tend to think of a tree on the boulevard as “your” tree, and would like to know how, you can 

ask Tree Committee member Lisa Forbes about it (trees@glenelm.ca).  

Special thanks to Green Drop, who has been a great tree partner to Glenelm, for donating 

anti-DED treatment to two mature elms in Roxy Park in 2021!  
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Trees Please Winnipeg Coalition 

In seeing Glenelm’s public trees as part of the larger endangered Winnipeg urban forest, 

the Glenelm Neighbourhood Association Tree Committee was a founding member of the 

Trees Please Winnipeg Coalition, which formed in late 2019. We have been spending a 

significant amount of time pushing for more investment from all levels of government to 

support the urban forest. Specifically, we want to see trees treated as essential urban 

infrastructure. The lobbying efforts of Trees Please has contributed to an increased, albeit, 

still inadequate, City of Winnipeg urban forestry budget. 

The City of Winnipeg continues to grossly underfund our public trees, with 81% of public 

trees NOT being re-planted and pruning only taking place every 31 years.  To call attention 

to these devastating realities, the coalition released several videos in the fall, which you can 

find on YouTube. One of the videos, "Tree City," features the removal of a mature elm on 

Cobourg Ave.  

You can join our fight for better urban forestry funding, too. Sign up for updates at 

https://treespleasewinnipeg.com/get-in-touch/ and connect with the coalition on 

Facebook, Twitter and Instagram. 

 

Lisa, Mell & Emma  
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** UNAUDITED ** 

 

STATEMENT OF INCOME & EXPENSES FOR JANUARY 1, 2021 TO DECEMBER 31, 2021 

 

INCOME 

Per Capita Grant (City of Winnipeg) $ 1,400.00 

Land Dedication Grant (Boulevard Tree Project) $ 1,341.90 

Other Grants (CCRI) $ 500.00 

Tree Banding Donations $ 7,955.10 

Event Sponsorships $ 500.00 

Interest $ 4.59 

Total Income $ 11,701.59 

 

EXPENSES 
EVENTS & ACTIVITES 

Snow Sculpture Challenge $ 492.40 

Elmwood Park Beautification $ 451.99 

Great Glenelm Scavenger Hunt $ 65.00 

Tree Banding $ 7,739.55 

Boulevard Tree Project – Tree Planting $ 1,341.90 

ADMIN 

Flyers $ 159.70 

“Welcome to Glenelm” Sign Repair $ 388.54 

Commercial General Liability Insurance $ 637.72 

Website Domain $ 20.99 

Zoom License $ 268.80 

SOCAN License $ 63.00 

Bank fees & New Cheques $ 54.11 

 

Total Expenses $ 11,683.70 

 

 

Net Proceeds (Loss) $ 17.89  

 

 

2021 Financial Report 
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STATEMENT OF NET ASSETS AS AT DECEMBER 31, 2021 

 

ASSETS 

Current Assets 

Assiniboine Credit Union Savings Account   $       572.83 

(Glenelm Sign Maintenance Indemnity Fund) 

Assiniboine Credit Union Chequing Account   $    2,945.74* 

(Operating Account) 

Assiniboine Credit Union Chequing Account   $       376.40 

(Tree Banding Account) 

Assiniboine Credit Union Membership Share   $            5.00 

Receivable from City of Winnipeg (Tree Planting – LDR $    1,341.90 

Grant) 

Receivable from ACU (Reimbursement for Duplicate  $          53.11 

Cheque Charge) 

Total Current Assets      $    5,294.98 

* Account balance of $3,190.73 less value of one uncleared cheque for $244.99. 

 

LIABILITIES & NET ASSETS 

Liabilities 

Payable to Green Drop (Tree Planting)   $   1,341.90 

Total Liabilities      $   1,341.90  

NET ASSETS 

Unrestricted      $   3,953.08 

Total Liabilities & Net Assets     $   5,294.98  
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The Glenelm Neighbourhood Association would like to acknowledge the great help 

from the staff at the City of Winnipeg throughout the year, in particular Jessica 

Mutimer, Acting Superintendent Park Services East Area, Andrew Washington, 

Parks East Technical Assistant, as well as Martha Barwinsky, Chris Lepa & Kerienne 

LaFrance, Urban Forestry Department. 

We would also like to warmly thank the following for their financial and in-kind 

support of our activities in 2021: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

And a very special thank you to Elmwood-EK Councillor Jason Schreyer! 

Thank You 


